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their comrades. The Chinese people to-day are
not fighting for their own social liberation ; they
are defending against Japan the interests of the
most rapacious imperialism on earth, that of Anglo-
Saxon capitalists.

It is not by any means certain that Chiang-Kai-
Shek will not commit an act of betrayal a second
time, or that the Chinese Bourgeoisie will not make
its peace with Japan, in which case the teeming
millions of China will become free to fight a war
against the Soviet Union. In Spain, it seemed for
a time as if Russia would pursue another and better
policy, and, so long as I trusted to appearances, I
was not only silent myself but also endeavoured to
restrain my friend Andre Gide. Whether Russia's
help in Spain has been adequate or whether it has
been fatal will be revealed by history rather than by
what I have written. One thing, however, is clear :
the Communist party in Spain has made every
effort to hamper a revolutionary development.
Similarly, in every other country, it shows a prefer-
ence for linking up with the Bourgeois reaction,
while it subordinates to fleeting party interest all
considerations of comradeship, good faith, honesty,
and humanity.

I consider the Church the most dangerous instru-
ment of reaction upon earth. In my view the
escape to God is the same escape from oneself which